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Understanding Through Language 

TodoV Ihe world hangs .vspended oyer Ihe ob~l 
of nuc lro t onnlhllotlo .. ,. Onlv the wilUngnen 10 opplV reo · 
son and the will to ta lk things over serve as a borr ier 
ogoins' thll abyss . Communication, as a deterrent to war 
and as a meons o f Increosing human understanding, be· 
comes more imperat ive coch daV. One Impar lCln t rood 10' 
word understanding Is the obil itV to speak the other per· 
IOn ', language. 

In th is inue we have t ried to point out some of the 
weaknesses In our approach 10 fort ign Ionguages. We havt 
gathered opinions from manv sourcC'S, regard ing the age 
01 which a language should be started. 

No one refules the VIl lue 01 languages as on o id to 
Uf'Iderslonding the peoples and c ui lures 01 othe r count ries. 
Yet under our present Ionguoge system, a Slud~t m""t 
wait u nt il the e ighth o-r ninth grade belOfe beginning h is 
study, thus allowing h im a moKlmum 01 only four yeors. 
A very great port o f this t ime Is spent in a studV of gram· 
mar. We are not d enV ing tnot unde r these circumstances 
grammar Is necessary; obviously in such on a rt ificial situo· 
tion , t ime must be spent on mechan iCS. Sut one can' t 
understand the th inking of a not ion by knowing haw to 
conjugate its verbs. 

Our research reveols that childhood is the t ime to 
instill habits. Why then, we ask, ~Id the habit o f com· 
munlcating with others be de la yed un l il h igh school? From 
t ime to time, communit iC'S throughout tne country, Greot 
Neck among them, hove e Kperimenled ;n grammar school 
longuoge instruttion. Although considered h ighlV success· 
fu l by some, tne program wos opposed by others causing 
it to be discontinued. Parents of e lementary school slu· 
dents played a large port in the opposit ion. Their oppos i. 
lion was bosed on "pracl itali ty," on th. o rgumenl lhot 
children leorn 10 " read and write" rather than t roin fo r 
diplomat ic careers. 

. Ye t In a sense, as tourists in other countries, as pen 
'Pols 10 lo-re ign children, and as citizens of the world , eoch 
American is a part of our d iplomalic corps. 

At the preSenl t ime, Creot Neck grommor schools 
or. carrying on a greatly modif ied longuag. program, 
which sorn-ehow has never managed to , eoc;h lne deplh 
and level of the earlie r progra m . In our series we are at· 
lemp ting to bring out the pros and cons 01 in troducing 
languages In the elementary grades. We da not yel know 
all the limitat ions of such a program. Yet when we look 
bock on pos t QCcomplishments and sludV other school 
Sysle mS, when we heor language eKpt'rts advoca te eorlV 
instruct ion, we wonde," mare can' t be done. 

= 

The New Order 
Can a h igh school governmenl se rving onlV 2,000 stu· 

dents offord to bog down in the familia r red tope o f bureou. 
cracy? 

The mechanics o f the present C. 0 ., while im 'IOting 
the fede,ol governmenl , have proven 50 cornpleK that, ;n 
reoli ty, tne re is 0 maKimum of talk with 0 min imum of QC. 
tion. A new constitution SHms 10 be the only waV to e ffect 
a c lean·cut system. Adding more commilleft to investi . 
gate comm ittees onlV increoses the prennt meu. In creol · 
ing the new consti tution, out·dated Ideos were d ii-Corded 
while Ihe school's current problems wefe considered. 

Supreme Cour t, Club SenOle, Order of Business Com· 
mi ttee _ these all may sound well on poper bUI they 
a re powerless ond theV are bollienecks In a school organ· 
il o l ion. The proposed Co·o rd inOling Counc,1 combines tne 
worthwhile funct ions 01 all these branches in lO the one 
compact, e ff icient unit. It co· ordino tes lhe duties 01 the 
leg isla ture, the commilleft, and the clubs, Acl ion once 
token will nol hove to be broughl belore lhe assembly lor 
hours o f pain l less discuss ion. 

The mD$ t d ist inc l odvontoge of the counc ,l , however, 
is fo r tne studenl, who is not on a permanent committee 
or ;s nol a r~resento t ive, but who wonts .amelh ing done. 
If h is proposol is a s imple measu re, the council will d irec l 
h im to Ihe proper commillee, which will work with h im 
personaliV. II the ideo is controversial or impor tan t enough, 
he will speok to the assembly directly. Solt and pepPer 
shakers, 10' instance, a re not wo,thV o f ossembly discus · 
sion. The Cafe te ria Committee can toke core of them with· 
out lengthv legisla t ive debo te . The Council would moke 
th is possible. But the council cannot control the agenda 
completelv. If a s tuden l is not sa tisfied with going to a 
commillee, he may demond to see the ossemblV. His will 
connot be ignored by tne council . The Council ilself has 
no d irect powers. It cannot prevent ac t ion Or moke policy. 

The pres ident will be a represento l ive of the council, 
a link be tween lhe commilleft and Ihe ossemblV. Instead 
o f juggling with lne complexit ies of parliamentary proced· 
ure , he will be able to cleoriv def'ne his stand. He Is elected 
for h is obili ly and h is judgment. II cha ir ing a mee l ing were 
h is only du ty, anyone could be appointed lor Ihe iob. "­
president 's pos il ion should be power lul wilh in the system 
o f controls ou tlined In the new constitution. 

In e ffec t, the students hove a grea te r responsibility, 
Ideas musl be warked on and carr ied through by Ihe stu· 
den ts Ihemselves. Tne new governmenl can prOYide 0 
simple and eff ic ien t st f\ICture for nond ling school prob· 
lems. But 110 constitut ion, good or bod, means anyth ing 
without on aler t studen t body. 

CUIDI P OS T 

On Foreign 
In Ihe d~.de prior 10 lew, 

Ihe G, UI NI!-('k " hool ')'Ilem 
uprrl_nl ro wl lh .n unUlu.1 
.ddltlon 10 Ihe elt mt nllt}' 
It hool ru rrltulum: forel,n I.n. 
'U'Re, Thll wu not .n Il templ 
10 f. mlll.rlle Ih, c-ommunlty', 
toddle .. wllh th~ line points of 
freoch literature or Lalin , .. m· 
mar; II wu In opporlunlty for 
children In the upper ele_nt­
.t}' ,r.dn to upen~nt wllh 
Ih~ IOIIncb .nd f9nct'pU of I 
forei,n tOllJue (French). Gre.1 
N<'ri< h.d ICOfflI .nolhe, tdll' 
cation. 1 IUc:ceu. Here was • 
1)'Iltm wh icb wu hl(hb re" rd. 
td by educators Ihrou,houl Ihe 
... Iion. And yel .• llhoulh p.n i· 
d~tinl ,tudents .nd Ihe lr ,1,11>­
lequenl Ilngu" e t~lChen re-
• eled favorably 10 Ibl. pro,flm, 
it wu disconllnued .1 • mo_nl 
when Honomy. KieflCe, .nd lhe 
..... If-o:onl. lned c1assroom~ were 
boei", diKovered by Grell Ned, 
• dminlstrators. 

A .. a(Uum wu fftlled. m,1I 
Khoolle..,lIrn abIe .... rd I/TIII",· 
td dilferenct In lhe IInl dass 
10 reICh the 111,11 Khool wil li· 
out Ihls lro inln,. Iler~ .. u • 
JrOUp .. ho h.d not mimicked 
IOUnd •• t III.t ' cr wh-rn Ihf~ 
were mOIl re~pth·e. lIere ·wu 
• .roup wllo hid nOI lI . td willi 
IlnIU.'" In Ille ct, .. room and 
On Ihe pll)'lround. In Ihort . 
here were '1lIdrnts wllo wert 
11 .. 1 encounlerln, I. nluice II 

• p.rt 01 .n obll.de COUI'H 
Ie.dln, 10 If.dllation. ra lher 
thon u • dellclOlll druert .ller 
• IftSOI'I on f.lCllona.. 

MIL TI ..... , .... 
Fjvt )'tln . ,a, lhe BI.kemore 

Found.tlon , rlnled IIvt lIun· 
d,," doll.n la ).In. Eliuhtlh 
Thompson, Ihen • Gre.1 NI!-('k 
helpinl lu~her. 10 eond\lC1 re­
..eal'C'h In lhe SOUlh .... I. Upon 
",,'urninl , Iht publilMd • p.m· 
I'hltl 'ba~ on hn oto.en·.lions 
C'OI,<,<, rnl "~ Ifle Ri. .......... I. RI· 
u'ie Iludy In Ihe tl" ..... "llrr 
.,,11 0010. Alllctinc tht ")'Iltm 
thlt ,",d ullleil In CrUI Neet, 
one which Ihe .-ul m.Jority 0( 

IIRIlII.,e Iuchen nlluraUy held 
10 drar .• 1 .... ThomtMGn userleil 
lhal in • f9mlllllnily tu<'h as 
{ire.1 N~k . f ..... 1 Iln.u,r 
educ.lion ha.d no pl_ .1 lhe 
t:ndco Khool leyel. 

While ',rffin. Ihll children 
"houle! not be dtplh·teI of y.llI· 
.bl~ l.n, u'le nprrien«, ).In. 
Thomjllon qu"llonrd Ih-r nlue 
Df Itarnin, by rote ... me lu eh· 
r l 'KIec:lteI phr ..... Sh-r .ound 
lIudrnll Itarnlna 10 di..,uII Ihe 
dllc. Ihe time, .nd rolon, with. 
oul "mphull ". . upon Ille 
bu lldinl 0' .n Indivldu.t ( lUI 
.o,,.bullry Ind ""nyerlltlon re­
IAle<! 10 lhe un ique .nd Iftu.1 
nprrH-fICe of. ""rtklliar , roup 
locludln~ ronyerlllion perl.in­
inl 10 Ihe mlkln, of Ih-rir pnl. 
tn. l~lr lurl lta. Ih-r d UI I>ok ... 
ry. or the Cf"CK'tIY lrip ... ~ AI· 
1110001h 'h-r I"f'(9lni ..... lhal .1 
pr<"J('nl . few "Ienlenl • .,. Khool 
d.u room lrar""n arr fllllip. 
pt'd 10 IrKh bnIIlIC .. , .1 ... 
Thomllilon nco"erlhrl<'Sl ~ 
Iht Ule 01 • ' 1IIf <'On.u ll .nl .. 
in Creal Neek 'i .or ..... r nPt" · 
mcnl . Thll pOIlllon rail. for I 
.perilll,1 In I"Kllln l l. ncuaRe 
10 younl rhlldn n. Il l. dilly 
Kht'llul" Ind ud .. ,,1.l lIn, ...... er· 
. 1 eI.Yn .or f\<'rh.po lwenly 
minules . Kh. Il ls pr<"J('fICe II re­
C"de<! by ""rtl ln modc-.n tellI' 
t.'on .1 .n Inll'\lflon upon '1he 
... 11<t>nllln-ed tlauroo",, ~ In 
• ·hirh Ih-r ehlkl ..... b • .-e k-arnrd 
10 look upon one person H '-s. 

S, ........ T ... h a." •• 
Mn. Th_.-on Ind iraltd Ihl! 

l.nKu'lt for rhild. en Ihould be 
madr •• orl.l , ralher Ih.n . .. 
inlrll l'l'lu.1 pllnul!. I ~ully lan~. 
u.~e Ihould be Itarnw •• _ 
('Onl.ct, with 1II .lIn(lu,1 pl.)·. 
m.I ... . M ... Thompson Kt':I I .... 
prO\'e<! humin rrlll ions .. lhe 
only jUltln.ble tI'" lor IfUh· 
inK l. nlu'lt 10 rhlklr.n. This 
would Invol ve .reas in wh ich 
IhuII! Is I large Imml,,,nl pop­
lllalion; IhiJ iJ not lrue of Grell 
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Ned:. She fll .. asl«Of>d.at}' 1M Ihould boo rond\lC1rd enU.tl, In 
enJol'_nl dr.I\'td the.",.or II Ih.t Iineulif. Th is ralls lor I 
well .. the cullural vllue. She <'On.-enillonal kno .. Jtd.e of the 
menl iolll that • lanlulle pro- l'n,ul,e consldtrably more u . 
,ram " ... mlli l be conaldere<! IrMi.-e th.n lbe llbefll .rIA 
pnm.rily In Ihe IIl hI of JUl un· lTadu.te ,erlerln, hll. The .... 
• 101.. pMrPMt. Tuchl", prlC· ' ore, Ihe clrrul. tI", npert. Ttle 
liea, use of devlcel .nd clau- problem. enlrnde~ here " es.­
room . d j.-illn which elicit rhil· senti.lIy one of 111M. for the 
d.u·1 Inle",,'- Ind enjoymenl lmounl Ihls perwn nn I~nd 
.re not adequale to juslif, for. In .. Kh dau illimltfod. 
el,n I.n .... ~ I ... trurlion.~ ... " A ...... 

In short. Mn. Thompson'. As 10 the • ..-.nt 01 bendt 
prOmm is • ruu.I 'PPfN<'h 10 den'ftd from upolure 10 prop. 
langu're upeneMtS . • "hereby «Iy ~ulht lan,...,t .1 an urI, 
IhoH 51udtnts who IIlppen upon .~. Crrlt Ned; ltaoch-rn were 
II will bene6!. SlIt has bastd IIn.n i_ . )flla Redd in. 1.)'1, 
thr$e f9ocluslolll on YI. ioul ~N.III"Uy I fnor coro.-erll lion. 
f9nsideralions of prlft iuhly - II lorei, n l.n~II •• e acllvi t, lor 
If.ell I.ngulge If IllIdenu nt'td Ifadt-Khool childrefl. from lhe 
10 l pe.k il In Ihtlf community, urh"I possible mde, PRO­
iI Ihei r own rI. llroom I~Khtr VIDED tII.1 Ih-r lelCher dil'ftl . 
is . n Icwmphlht'd hnguist - in. Ihis .di .. it, lias torren 
il . 11 Illis ran boe insl'llIltd for lpeec:h ~"ernl {prO_ nel • . 
Illose ' ludrnU who lperif,nlly ' ion, inlonalion. idioml. el~. 1 II 
.erk .nd can find tsnl llue op. .,,11 II Ihe nomoat .kilb for 
portunili'" .. riill( . ilb 1 .... 11 children . 

C_nr .. '!.ft c_"u This is Iuc:h • bil ~Ir! ).lore 
p.n 01 Ihe prac1k .hly pro/>- lu.rm Ibn lood f.n be d_ 

Iem is drnyfd from lbe'art lhal ""herw;...~ 
elemenl • .,. Ie h 0 0 I lelCh-r... "',. C. I.brew ' His lhat M •• • 

rarely ,",ve ad~uale I.n,...,e from Ibe COf\ftl'Llllon.1 I~ 
prrp,,"lion. In f •• I, few It . fh. proIrh IrIOII profit could be de-­
e ... · toIlr,es reqll ire .ny fore;III n.-ed ( rom lanlualll! . llIdy I. 
l.nlu'le whltsoe.er lor V.d· Illrttd wh-rn lhe thUd .~rtI 
ullion. ThOle Ir.dulles .. ho school. e.·u in nunet)' school. 
h.ppen 10 1I"'e .Iuditd Iancu'le A Iremendoul hindflnct 10 
mOil fr~uenUy 100II rou .... In I.n,u.,e learnin, is nlf<t>n. 
lilullurt Ind Inlelleelull mO\'~ scioulness on Ihe pari of Ille 
menb. r.lhe. th.n I .. dco .. elop. Ie.rner. A younl thild Is ... 11,1.· 
In, (1IfIvtl'Llllon.1 I billty. Ob- .Ily imil.liu. bul as he lrows 
rlously luch Ibllract ldeu.re older Ind rnotO! .w.re of the 
not 10 be prnenled 10 r~ ildren. world ', .... reness of him. he 

II l.nlu. C" .. ere In ordered hesiules 10 I.,. OUI l!it new .nd 
series 01 POIlul.I<'I, the If ... h-rr IInf.milU. _nell. W.itin, .. ntil 
could ",lIin his Iotll .. uf'~nl 1M ~lIikl is In ~ilh school .1Id III 
flassroom by bonin, up n t ll his adoIeKrnl ,....rI UI.M him 
nilhl lor 1M nell day',""bon- II Ihe wonl pouihle lime IOf 
joun.M Perhapo, .. "ome, theft I.lfninl ' bncuale.~ 
il no nrrd .or 'M fle ..... nll/')' " is erieSent Ih.1 IrIOII people 
Kh .... 1 IrKhrr 10 be .n u · inleresled in tdllC'.ti.... '11'ft 
prrt In Iln~u.J:r, .ny m~ Ihl n Ihat lan'UlIe njM'.iences ~.n 
he n ..... l. 10 be .n .ulllonly on _ be •• ·.I .... blLD&rt-Qf EnlWIn' 
.. Ieul,," II Ih.1 leye!. II . how· up. The q ..... Uon c<HIl ronllnl 
n~r In or.l· ..... 1 protl •• m I. .dm;n;'lnton. (. t 1,1 I I y . • nd 
10 ~ ... «tllllll , ....0.1 1'''","Kt f9rnmllntly is wh. t medl. Ihould 
Inchrrl IHI Ih.1 Ihe cllll boe uP~. 

'Fair Lady" PuIs Lublin To Sleep 
Amon\: Ih-r MMTOWI of Brook· 

Iyn il", '" ' artl II.nd oul rm· 
phalir.lly ,....... .11 lhe rell. 
n.ry ran no Ion,", IIY .1.lm 
10 Duke Ind ...... w ..... nd never 
h.n Ih-rr br-rn .ble 10 rI.lm 
lnolh-rr fiewre of lhe lPOMl 
world. tHPOfIl tel ilor, tel 
!.ublin. 

I 

-
E~ Lwltlln 

ltat'lnK llaalily made II clear 
Ih.1 he h.1I1 from lilt bontu\:h 
of ).I l nh. lI.n . • ::d KaY" III IOmr 
rt .... 10 hll prfio ... hly I hnI\I~h 
lhe .....-oIlmlOfl. of .......... 1 
1 . ... m.l1e rxlN'f'k_ . ..... ..,.. 
fl. linl .... moril'l of lI ih RItIa 
.nd .... fil h . 1 • J' !IfIMMO 
.... I."rl nl ... l1ffpln r; IhrOll~h 
Mlly . '11. Ladf" ... • v' I,,,,ly 
...memhtrnt .... 1" of 11.111 
'rldr Impta.rhmtnl hrarln .. 
whfre hll l'OUnl 'OIN rould 
«Inst ... lly be hurd .bove lhe 
din IhO\ll ln~ IOnltlhlnll .bout 
"POIiUr.1 prO~'lnd.M . . . 
~tllln, down Ik l tr.1I1 In "". 
most embr.u lnl .nd IInll.lII · 
orOUI m'nMr pouihle ... Thelt 
eYfnll hl"f 1II1ped lhe 1I1f o. 
tomOlTOW'I market npert, who 

i . ' "lly t>n'p.ornt 10 loR IIi. 
nOOfH1' ~n~hl .nd lel\. JUIi Ilkr 
n"tf)'body ellt don. M A tflln l •. 
1>0,""11>011 ,nd u ilinl r Dlhu. 
IInl . ,I .... "ift' .nd .olf.,.. 
our boy IIC'tdI plenly of IIHp. 
IIr , r ll ill" _ IIluany In 
rI . .... Ihu. l i.-inl hlmwlf lhe 
Ol'r-tllnily 10 fun he. develop, 
on hi, OW" lime. Inlense dllllk .. 
for Khool rnt "pt. lu.he," 
who ... I~se 10 dlM'llIl m •• t. 
.nd IlItn " lei YOll In for Ihe 
hi, lhod:.~ hi. G. O . ..pre ... nl.· 
liye. flf. III ",.11, I •• pity Ihll 
h.lf thil Inlffl'lt'W ronoillfd of 
III ..... laKi ... Unl " fI ""l er.l~ 
. ·hlrll r.nnot IPPC'1f In prinU 
Thil IIi·Y "",",ber 11M nlll· 
lurel lhe notion lhal • ",".in 
... hooI corpni .. ,,,,,, . .. lIkh 5'"'11 
"....,a i" "._Iess, I. _hinl 
ot • fa . ..... 

When .>I<teI ' or • few 01 Ill. 
p.rfrrrnl'l'l. t:.d ume up wilh 
pop .nd )Iou mu.it- I nd 1I"lln 
Grool. 

In an d f",1 to Itnd aomt IM'" 
linen('(' 10 IlIls pifl('('. we .JI<td 
t :.d how he f( 11 .boul Ih" rfl('('nl 
n,o,'e 10 .mend Ihe C. O. Con· 
1lI llIlion. IIr WII .11 for It Ind 
t~ il may be I lInbult-d 10 Ihe 
faC'l Ihat hr WII Ollf' 0'1 11e fi .... 
10 UflIf lhe prOflOlillon. In hll 
rrpJy h-r .110 tell lhal It wOli ld 
boe • ridkulOOI p.orlllri 10 ....... 
~rr our 100'",",""1 wlth lhal 
of Ihr ... 11011 . 

And. on Ihi. not. ot Ie1'loul 
...... we rt..... • P!'MI. ll1n •. 
inl l ml!~ ,limrose Inlo Ihr Jlfr 
01 .nOlhrr ... hool """lOn.l1ly. 
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